
W E L C O M E 
VISION The Wyong Catholic Parish is a welcoming, caring dynamic community 

MISSION STATEMENT We will live and proclaim the message of the Gospel :   

Engage, Participate, Reach out and Transform 
16TH FEBRUARY 2025—SIXTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

  

 WYONG CATHOLIC PARISH  
ST CECILIA’S CHURCH, ST JOHN FISHER MASS CTR & ST PETER’S CHAPEL 

Under the Pastoral Care of the  
Society of Our Lady of The Most Holy Trinity (SOLT) 

 REFLECTION— 16th February 2025  

There is something about the place in which today's Gospel reading is set. Jesus had just prayed all night long in the hills 
before appointing the twelve who were to be his apostles. He then brought them down to level ground where a crowd of 
his disciples and a larger crowd of people full of self-interest awaited him. By creating a scene where all those gathered 
were rubbing shoulders with one another Luke was pointing out that this was Jesus really saying to the assembly: 'Pay 
close attention, for we are all in this together.' 
By listing blessings and woes in four pairs, Jesus was very likely reminding his audience that they had probably found 
themselves in the tension of experiencing the blessings and woes one on top of the other, hoping for the blessing of  
comfort in the midst hardship and struggle of all kinds followed almost immediately by the realisation that they had at 
times contributed to others' hardship or failed to comfort them when they were doing it tough. 
Haven't we all seen ourselves, from time to time, as a mixture of saint and sinner? 
If we step back for a moment from the text, we might be able to see that the greatest beatitude for us is Jesus himself. He 
continues to be God's blessing to the weak (all of us) in a world that reserves its admiration for the wealthy, the powerful 
and the famous. That's a world he invites us to change. 
 

Reproduced from God’s Word 2025: Daily Reflections, Published by St Pauls Publications, Strathfield.  



Parish Bulletin 
 

E-BULLETIN If you would like to have the  

bulletin emailed to you, please send an email with  

“e-bulletin” as the subject to:  

wyongparish@bbcatholic.org.au  

Adam Dewey 
Plumber, Drainer & Gas Fitter 

0423 123 823 
ajcoastalplumbing@gmail.com 
facebook.com/ajcoastalplumbing 
Lic No. 235651C  ABN 48 478 409 487 
Committed to quality plumbing solutions at affordable prices 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY—YOU’RE INVITED ! 

All children are invited to attend the children's Liturgy at our weekend masses. Children’s Liturgy is when the  

children leave the congregation to celebrate and reflect on the Sunday Gospel reading in an age appropriate way. The  

children are led through prayers, songs and readings that are adapted to their level of understanding. (Please ensure there is a 

parent/guardian for children under 5yrs old; all parents/guardians welcome). 

Attending Mass together is a part of being a Catholic Family, while  Children’s Liturgy allows  

children to enter the celebration more fully by catering to their needs.   

Please see below the weekend masses with Children's Liturgy: 

St Cecilia’s Church,  Wyong—Sunday 9.30am 

St John Fisher Mass Centre, Tumbi Umbi—Sunday 5:00pm  

CATHOLIC CARE 

HOME CARE PACKAGES – EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Please feel to take a form should you wish to express your 

interest. They will be kept at the back pew upon exiting the 

Church. 

AGE TO AGE           
Our parish, to survive and flourish, must increase the numbers of people 

who are active participants.  
In this Jubilee year, the Holy Father has called on us to be Pilgrims of Hope 
as he knows ‘in the heart of each person is the expectation of good things to 

come, despite not knowing what the future may bring.’  
The success of  ‘Age to Age’ is to be our Hope and Challenge.  

The program is designed to provide: 
- opportunities to support youth development and  

well-being, 
- strong connections between youth, parents and parish, 

- establishment of active areas to achieve this connection, 
- understanding which will be carried into adult life 

Many parishioner volunteers are needed to take up this 
challenge. We know you will help. 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
The World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical movement led 
by Christian women who welcome you  to join in prayer and  
action for peace and justice. Through preparation and  
participation in the worship service, we can come to know how 
our sisters of other countries, languages and cultures  
understand the Biblical passages in their context. We can hear 
their concerns and needs and can feel ourselves in solidarity 
with them as we pray with and for them. In this way, it is  
possible to enrich our Christian faith as it grows deeper and 
broader in an international, Ecumenical expression.  
 

This year the World Day of Prayer is being 
hosted in this area by Wyong Catholic  

Parish. It will be held on Friday, 7th March 
2025 at 10am in St Cecilia’s Church, 

Wyong followed by morning tea. This year 
the Country of focus is The Cook Islands 

with the theme being ‘I made you  
wonderful’. 

Please join us for this international  
ecumenical prayer service. If you can help 
with morning tea please contact Christine 
(0427 251 450) or Noela (0401 201 134). 
Kia Orana! – a greeting that means ‘May 
you live long and may you live well. May 

you shine like the sun. May you dance with 
the waves.’ 



 

Property Transfer Professionals 
ARLENE BARNETT Licensed Conveyancer  - JP 
02 4353 1340  48A Pacific Hwy Wyong  
propertytransfer@bigpond.com 

www.conveyancernsw.net.au 

Specialising in: Land & Business Sale or Purchase  
Mortgages & Commercial Leases, Retirement Villages 

HomeCaring Wyong 

Lifestyle and health solutions 
Home Care and NDIS  packages tailored 
for you. 
Cruz Calero-Mena   0455 505 292    
Email:  cruz@homecaring.com.au 

Main Liturgical Feasts:  
February 

15th Feb—Saturday Mass of the Virgin Mary  
17th Feb—The Seven Holy Founders of the  

Servite Order  
21st Feb—Saint Peter Damian 

22nd Feb—The Chair of St Peter  
27th Feb—Saint Gregory of Narek  

Volunteers Needed  

We have a few different departments in our parish 

that could use extra hands. If you are interested in 

supporting your parish here at Wyong using your 

skills and some of your time then please contact 

the parish office, we would love to hear from you!  

Phone: 02 4352 1011  

Email: wyongparish@bbcatholic.org.au 

t 

200 Club 2025 
With parishioner support, the 200 club will run from 

July to 19 December. The money raised helps the 

parish immensely. Our greatest need currently is to 

increase family participation. We know this will be 

a slow and ever-ongoing process. 

To achieve this, we need to provide: 

- opportunities to support youth development 

and well-being. 

- a strong connection between youth, parents 

and parish. 

 - a program designed to establish active areas 

to make this connection. 

 - an understanding achieved by youth which 

will be carried into adult life. 

PARISH CALENDAR  

• Shrove Tuesday 4th March—Palm  

burning & Sausage Sizzle 6pm @St Cecilia’s  

• Ash Wednesday 5th March  -   

St Cecilia: 8am & 6pm. St John Fisher: 8am  

• World Day of Prayer 7th March—Liturgy 
to be held at 10am @St Cecilia’s 

RECONCILIATION SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2025 

RECONCILIATION – Year 4 
Parent Info. Night St Cecilia’s Hall – Mon. 24th February, 7pm 
Parent Info. Night St John Fisher Mass Centre – Tues. 25th February, 7pm 
Presentation Mass St Cecilia’s – Sat. 1st March 
Presentation Night St John Fisher - Sun. 2nd March 
Reconciliation Sacrament St Cecilia’s – Mon. 7th April 
Reconciliation Sacrament St John Fisher – Tues. 8th April 
 

If you would like to enroll into the Reconciliation 
Program please come along to the Information 
Night. If you have any questions please contact our 
sacramental coordinator, Christine on  
wyongparish@bbcatholic.org.au or 02 4352 1011  

Palm Burning Ceremony  
Tues 4th March 6pm  

Palm Burning Ceremony (please bring your 

old palms) followed by BBQ dinner (please 

bring dessert to share) to be held at St Cecilia’s 

Church and Parish Hall/Verandah RSVP by 2nd 

March to Kerry on 024388 2938 for catering. 
First Fruits Offering 2025 

 

God calls us to be generous with all our 
gifts, while stewardship means giving back 
to God in gratitude for all He has given us. 

Our Pope has been calling on us to be a  
missionary Church, to renew our faith, 

 become better stewards of what we own, 
and care deeply for each other.  

Over this and next weekend, our Priests 
and members of different Parish Committees will speak on the First 

Fruits Offering, focusing on  Planned Giving Renewal. At Masses this 
weekend, you will be given an envelope and copies of other printed  

material. Pray for God’s guidance to help you discern your offering. Once 
you have read the material and considered your financial position, join 

our program by considering regular giving. Your support and contribution 
will help our Parish increase its income and ensure its survival and 

growth in the long term. Our Wyong Parish is grateful for your offering. 
God bless you! 

Jubilee Prayer 
 

Father in heaven, may the faith you have given us in your 
son, Jesus Christ, our brother, and the flame of charity  

enkindled in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,  
reawaken in us the blessed hope for the coming of your 

Kingdom. May your grace transform us into tireless  
cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel. May those seeds 

transform from within both humanity and the whole cosmos in the sure  
expectation of a new heaven and a new earth, when, with the powers of Evil 

vanquished, your glory will shine eternally. May the grace of the Jubilee  
reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope, a yearning for the treasures of heaven. May 

that same grace spread the joy and peace of our Redeemer throughout the 
earth. To you our God, eternally blessed, be glory and praise for ever. 

Amen. 



TUGGERAH SPORTS & SPINAL 

PHYSIOTHERAPY 
Ricky Li 
Registered NDIS provider 
Phone 4355 4445  
www.tuggerahphysio.com.au 

 MASS TIMES 

Children’s Liturgy at the following 

Masses 

St Cecilia’s 5:00pm Mass Saturday 
St Cecilia’s 9.30am Mass Sunday 
St John Fisher 5pm Mass Sunday 
 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND  

FUNERALS PLEASE CALL THE  

PARISH OFFICE  
 

Mass St Barnabas, Yarramalong 

1st Sun of  month 11.15am  
Filipino Mass St Cecilia’s Church 

3rd Sun of the month 12pm 
 

Anointing of the Sick  

First Friday of the Month  

St Cecilia’s During 8.00am & 11.30am 
Mass  
St John Fisher During 9.15am Mass 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  

St Cecilia’s   Daily 7am-8am  
St John Fisher 1st Fri 8.45 - 9.15am 
 

Devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual 

Help Saturday—St Cecilia’s &  

Wednesday—St John Fisher (after the 
8am Mass)   
 

Devotion to the Divine Mercy 

St Cecilia’s Fri after the 8am Mass 
St John Fisher Fri after the 9:15am 
Mass 

Prayer groups 
St Cecilia’s Rosary Group Tues after 
8am mass followed by Divine Mercy 
St Cecilia’s Legion of Mary 9am Wed 

Meetings  
St Cecilia’s Choir practice every Tues 
night 5pm to 6pm  
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting  
PPC Secretary: Kerry Bugden  
Ph: 02 4388 2938  

Emergency Priest Contact  
Fr Raul Ph: 0450 115 099     
Fr Alex Ph: 0432 947 245 
Fr Teody Ph: 0414 494 823 
 

Parish Office  23 Byron Street Wyong  
Phone: 02 4352 1011  Po  Box 385 Wyong 2259 
Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 9.30am to 2.30pm   
 

Parish Contacts 
Parish Priest Fr Raul Balute, SOLT Ph: 0450 115 099  
Email: raul.balute@bbcatholic.org.au 
 

Assistant Priest Fr Alex Barnedo, SOLT Ph: 0432 947 245  
Assistant Priest    Fr Teody Medina, SOLT Ph: 0414 494 823 
 

Parish Secretaries Margaret Vandenberg & Christine Sassine  

   

Parish Email: wyongparish@bbcatholic.org.au 
Parish Website: https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/wyong/ 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/wyongcatholicparish 

ST CECILIA’S CHURCH  
23 Byron St Wyong 
Saturday Vigil / Sunday Mass Times 
Sat Vigil 5.00pm  Sun 7.30am & 9.30am 
 

Weekday Mass 
Mon-Sat: 8.00am, Monday 9.15am (School Term) 
 

Reconciliation/Confession  Saturday morning after the 8am 
Mass & Saturday at 4.30pm 

ST JOHN FISHER MASS CENTRE  
Hicks Lane Tumbi Umbi 
Saturday Vigil / Sunday Mass Times 
Sat Vigil 5.00 pm  Sun: 8.30am & 5pm 
 

Weekday Mass 
Mon, Wed, Thurs  8:00am Tue & Fri: 9.15am 
 

Reconciliation/Confession  Saturday at 4.30pm 

KEEP US IN YOUR 
PRAYERS 

Prayer: The most  

valuable gift you can 
give someone. 
 

Sick: Finn McConnon, Irene 
Dainty, Rod & Pauline Cornwell, 
Michael McDermott, Michele 
Bolton, Jeanine Doueihi, Lisa 
Glanville, Jackson Ticehurst,  

Margaret McDermott, Dave  

Rodney, Danae Roe  
 

Recently Deceased: Peter 
Vaughan, Manfred Merl, Ian 
Hughes, Philomena Pannell  
 

Anniversary February: Bill 
Cullinan, John Kiernan, Rosie 
Attard, Natividad Dieta, Rita 
Muscat, Rod McCarthy, Victor 
Gibbs, Frank Costa 

Safeguarding Message  
 

Wyong parish is committed to safeguarding. All children, young 
persons and vulnerable adults have a right to feel safe and be 
safe. If you have a concern about the safety of anyone in the  
parish, please raise your concern with Fr Raul, Fr Alex or  
Fr Teody. The contact details are on the back to the Bulletin.   



Sunday Mass - 16 February 2025 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
First Reading - Jeremiah 17:5-8 
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 
The Lord says this: 

'A curse on the man who puts his trust in man, who relies on things of flesh,  
whose heart turns from the Lord. 
He is like dry scrub in the wastelands: if good comes, he has no eyes for it, 
he settles in the parched places of the wilderness, a salt land, uninhabited. 
'A blessing on the man who puts his trust in the Lord, with the Lord for his hope. 
He is like a tree by the waterside that thrusts its roots to the stream: 
when the heat comes it feels no alarm, its foliage stays green; 
it has no worries in a year of drought, and never ceases to bear fruit.' 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm - Ps 1:1-4 
R. Happy are they who hope in the Lord. 
 

Second Reading - 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
If Christ raised from the dead is what has been preached, how can some of you be saying that there is no  
resurrection of the dead? For if the dead are not raised, Christ has not been raised, and if Christ has not been 
raised, you are still in your sins. And what is more serious, all who have died in Christ have perished. If our hope in 
Christ has been for this life only, we are the most unfortunate of all people. 
But Christ has in fact been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of all who have fallen asleep. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation - Luke 6:23 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Rejoice and be glad; your reward is great in heaven. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel - Luke 6:17, 20-26 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
Jesus came down with the Twelve and stopped at a piece of level ground where there was a large gathering of his 
disciples with a great crowd of people from all parts of Judaea and from Jerusalem and from the coastal region of 
Tyre and Sidon who had come to hear him and to be cured of their diseases. 
Then fixing his eyes on his disciples he said: 

'How happy are you who are poor; yours is the kingdom of God. 
Happy you who are hungry now: you shall be satisfied. 
Happy you who weep now: you shall laugh. 

'Happy are you when people hate you, drive you out, abuse you, denounce your name as criminal, on account of 
the Son of Man. Rejoice when that day comes and dance for joy, for then your reward will be great in heaven. This 
was the way their ancestors treated the prophets. 

'But alas for you who are rich: you are having your consolation now. 
Alas for you who have your fill now: you shall go hungry. 
Alas for you who laugh now: you shall mourn and weep. 

'Alas for you when the world speaks well of you! This was the way their ancestors treated the false prophets.' 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Excerpts from The English translation of the Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy (ICEL). All rights reserved.  Used with permission. Liturgia © Liturgy Brisbane. Jerusalem Bible Translation of Scripture used in the 
Australian Lectionary for Mass, Vols I, II and III © 1981, London: Collins Liturgical. All rights reserved. Used with permission in Liturgia © Liturgy Brisbane. 



Liturgical Formation Series 

Throughout the year we will be hosting a number of formation opportunities for those interested and engaged in 

Liturgical Ministries. Please see date claimers below:  

• Saturday 15 March – The Art of Celebrating Holy Week 

• Saturday 10 May – Back to Basics 

• Saturday 16 August – RCIA – Practical Foundations | Liturgical Fundamentals | Ongoing Formation 

• Saturday 25 October – Rekindle Our Wonder 

Sunday of the Word of God | 9 February 2025 
 
Sunday of the Word of God is a day devoted to the celebration, study, and spreading of the Word of God.  In  
Australia, Sunday of the Word of God will be celebrated on 9 February 2025. Pope Francis impresses that the  
relationship between the Risen Lord, a community of believers, and sacred Scripture is essential to who we are as 
Christians. 
 
Resources, including details about the Broken Bay Bible Offer can be found on our website.  

https://bbcatholic.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=466af249e088db70ab864d088&id=fdf8af6144&e=c7a5200c32








 

Caritas Australia’s Gaza Crisis Appeal 

We urgently need your support.  
The ceasefire means more aid can assist people in Gaza, but the need is immense and 
the recovery long.  
Gaza’s people cannot recover alone. They need the support of the global community to 
survive and rebuild. 
Please donate to Caritas Australia’s Gaza Crisis Appeal. 
You can donate online www.caritas.org.au/gaza or phone 1800 024 413 

https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/gaza-crisis/?utm_source=ParishBulletin&utm_medium=Referral&utm_term=QRCode&utm_content=&utm_campaign=EA_2025_DMREA_GAZA_CRISIS




Magi Pilgrimages Australia is organising the  

following Jubilee Pilgrimages 2025. 

 

1.Streams of Mercy (May),  

2. Italy & Poland (May), 

3. Marian Shrines (June),  

4. Shrines of our Lady (August),  

5. Pilgrimage of Hope (October).  

The fare includes Return Economy Airfares + Local Transfers in Deluxe 

coaches + Stay in Premium Hotels + All Breakfasts & Dinners + Catholic 

Priest +  

English speaking professional guides.  

 

For itineraries & bookings call 03 8839 6615 or 1300 721 561 or email 
us pilgrimage@magiholidays.com.au 

Magi Pilgrimages  
 

Magi Pilgrimages would like to invite you for a 16-day Pilgrimage of Hope 

(22/04/25 to 07/05/25).  

This pilgrimage features Fatima, Valladolid, Lourdes, Nice, Turin, Padua,  

Assisi,  Rotondo, and Rome for an all-inclusive early bird price of 

$8990+tips.  

The fare includes Return Economy Airfares + Local Transfers in Deluxe 

coaches + Stay in Premium Hotels + All Breakfasts & Dinners + Catholic 

Priest + English speaking professional guides.  
 

For enquiries & bookings: Call 03 8839 6615 or 1300 721 561 or  

Email us pilgrimage@magiholidays.com.au  

mailto:pilgrimage@magiholidays.com.au
mailto:pilgrimage@magiholidays.com.au


Holy Heritage: A Pilgrimage to the Philippines! 16 February to 24  

February 2025 
 

All are welcome to join our pilgrimage and immerse yourselves in a spiritual journey through the rich and vibrant culture of 
the Philippines! Explore renowned churches and sacred sites, guided by our chaplain, Fr David Ranson! 

  
The Philippines was under the Spanish Regime for 333 years, a period that greatly influenced the culture and religion of the 
Filipino people.  The Philippines has the biggest population of Catholics in Asia, with 79%, according to the Philippine Sta-

tistics Authority’s 2020 Census. 
  

Inspired by this nation, its people, and our own catholic faith, we are organising a pilgrimage tour to the Philippines, centred 
on visiting renowned places, churches and Minor Basilicas: 

  
Places to Visit: 

• Manila: Manila Cathedral, San Agustin, Intramuros/Rizal Park, Binondo Church, Quiapo (optional), Baclaran Church 
(optional) 

• Iloilo: Jaro Church, Molo Church 

• Guimaras: Tappist Monastery, Holy Family Hills, Mango Farm, Guisi Lighthouse, Pit Stop Café-Mango Pizza, Beach 

• Cebu:  Sto Nino, Cebu City Tour, Magellan Cross, Simala Church (optional) 

• Bohol: Bohol Churches, Baclayon Church, Lobok River Cruise, Tagbilaran, Chocolae Hills, Tarsier Sancruary, Blood 
Compact Shrine 

• Bulacan: Barasoain Church 

• Manaoag, La Union:  Our Lady of Manaoag 

• Vigan:  Calle Crisologo, Bantay Church Bell Tower 

Batac: Sites of Batac 

  
***Note:  Itinerary may be subject to change 
  
Price:  AU$3,500 (subject to change depending on number of participants) 
To Reserve Your Place:  We require a Deposit of 10% or $350 (refundable) 
 
Please pay to:  
Our Lady of Dolours 
BSB No. : 062784 
Account Number: 100001609 
Reference:  Philippine Pilgrimage 
  
Inclusions:  

• Domestic flights 

• Land and water transportation 

Hotels with breakfast 

Exclusions:  

• Plane fares from Sydney to Manila and back 

Optional tours before and after the pilgrimage tour 

  
For inquiries:    

 Email:  philpilgrimage2025@gmail.com 

•  Ditas Naguit:  0405 999 510 

  Rene Balboa: 0413 558 836  

mailto:philpilgrimage2025@gmail.com















